Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


SECRET 

PAGE 01 MANAMA 01687 240955Z 
ACTION SS-25 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SSO-OO /026 W 

035527 241409Z/43 

R 240909Z IUL 78 
FM AMEMBASSY MANAMA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 6448 
INFO AMEMBASSY ABU DHABI 
AMEMBASSY DOHA 
AMEMBASSY IIDDA 
AMEMBASSY KUWAIT 
AMEMBASSY MUSCAT 

SECRET MANAMA 1687 

EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: IS, EG, BA, XF 

SUBJECT: BRIEFING ON LEEDS CASTLE TALKS 
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Message Text 


1 . 1 BRIEFED FOREIGN MINISTER JULY 23 ON BASIS REFTEL. 

FOREIGN MINISTER HAD JUST RECEIVED KUWAITI FONMIN, THEY 
ARE GOING TO BELGRADE TOGETHER EARLY JULY 24, AND HIS 
COMMENTS WERE FEW. HE SAID HE FELT SUBSTANTIVE OUTCOME - 
WIDE GAP ON CORE ISSUE - WAS PREDICTABLE. BRIGHTEST 
LIGHT HE SAW IN SITUATION WAS IMMEDIATE POST-LEEDS 
MOVE TO SEND AMBASSADOR ATHERTON AND SECRETARY TO AREA. 
FOREIGN MINISTER PROFESSED TO SEE USG'S HAND BEHIND 
WALDHEIM S TRAVELS - RAISING THE SPECTRE OF GENEVA 
IN ORDER TO KEEP THE PRESSURE ON. HE ASKED WHAT I 
FELT USG WOULD DO NOW THAT LEEDS TALKS HAD SO CLEARLY 
HIGHLIGHTED WIDE GAP ON BASIC ISSUE OF GAZA/WEST BANK. 


3. 1 SAID, FIRST, THAT I SAW MORE POSITIVE ELEMENTS 
SECRET 


SECRET 


PAGE 02 MANAMA 01687 240955Z 


IN LEEDS OUTCOME THAN FONMIN DID. VERY FACT OF LENGTHY 
DETAILED TALKS ON A CORE ISSUE - RATHER THAN AS IN 
PAST ON AGENDAS ETC. - WAS ITSELF IMPORTANT. ALSO, I 
FELT THAT WHILE WE KNEW GAP ON THIS ISSUE WAS WIDE IT 
WAS NECESSARY, IN EFFECT, TO MEASURE ITS EXACT DIMENSIONS 
THROUGH LENGTHY QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS BETWEEN THE PARTIES. 
I OPINED THAT ONLY AN ISSUE THUS SHARPENED IS REALLY 
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AMENABLE TO ATTEMPTS AT SOLUTION. FONMIN SAID HE AGREED 
BUT NOTED THAT NOW THAT IT HAD BEEN SHARPENED WOULD USG 
PUT ITS OWN VIEW FORWARD. IF NOT, SC RES 242 DIES AND 
WITH IT ANY CHANCE FOR PEACE. 

4. 1 REPLIED THAT USG ALWAYS HAS BEEN PREPARED TO OFFER 
ITS OWN PROPOSALS IN ORDER TO HELP THE PARTIES BRIDGE 
GAPS IN THEIR POSITIONS. I SAID, HOWEVER. THAT THE FACT 
AND TIMING OF ANY SUCH A PROPOSAL IN THIS INSTANCE WAS 
SOMETHING TO WHICH I WAS NOT PRIVY. FOREIGN MINISTER 
THANKED ME FOR BRIEFING, WISHED ATHERTON AND SECRETARY 
BEST OF LUCH AND SAID HE HOPED I WOULD HAVE MORE FOR 
HIM ON THE SUBJECT AFTER HIS RETURN FROM BELGRADE 
NAM MEETING. 
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